
CENSER WITH ELEPHANT HANDLES INLAID WITH SILVER CLOUDS AND
CRANES
$1,880
c. 1800  •  Northern China, China  •  Silver, Bronze  •  Collection #BTF026

W: 5.5"  D: 4.0"  H: 2.25"

Delicately engraved with clouds and cranes, this 18th century bronze censer once held incense, lit for prayer or

meditation. Clouds represent heaven and cranes, thought to live very long lives, represent longevity. Its handles are

auspicious elephant heads with rounded trunks. An incense burner, a covered box for incense powder and a vase for

incense tools were considered the "three friends" of incense, and were frequently depicted on stands in paintings and

considered works of art.
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